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When a persoim colonial America died, an inventory was taken of all of their personal property and was
recorded in court. If they left a will, this was recorded. Sometimes the division of the estate and how it was
allocated to the heirs was also recorded.

Much can le learned about a person from reading their inventories and wills. To read these documents so tha
the people come to life for us, it helps to know about objects, especially old ones, and to have looked at lots ¢
images of such objects. Sometimes, thingsat wer e very common 200 to 30
can be identified through prints or paintings from the time period. It helps to know that terminology has
changed as well. For example, baby walkers existed in the 18th century. In aory¥em this time period,
however, you would find them |isted as fAstanding
developed over time, such as room usage, eating habits, textile production, etc. You look for patterns in the li
andtry to understand how they make sense; you must pay attention to the order in which objects are listed, tc
their value, to who inherits whatwhetherthe list refers tslaves, barrels of corn, beds or chamber pots. You

try to imagine being all the peopie these documents and to think of how they would have used the inherited
objects.

The Heirs and the Will

Abraham Sanders was a wealthy farmer who built afoom brick house on the river in Perquimans County,
N.C., in 1730. All three forms of docuména will, an inventory, and a listing of how his property was divided
among his hei® survive. Sanders died in 1751, and his inventory was taken in September of that year by his
executors, his brother Richard Sanders and his friend John White. This imemtaryp | v | i st s al |
personal property, from bed lineasd kitchen equipment, to tools, to livestock. Richard Skinner and John
Harvey completed the division among the heirs and listed the values of Abraham's worldly goods. Listed in hi
will of 1750 are his wife Judith Pritlow Sanders (age 54), and his children John (19), Benjamin (9), Elizabeth
(31), Judith Bois (24 and married), and Abraham (27).



The oldest daughter, Sarah (33) is not mentioned. She was probably not specifically givey degidnise if

she was married, she would have received her dowry. In a sense, a young woman who was given a dowry
inherited her portion of her fatherods estate at
that Sarah died beforeehfather.

Son Abraham, age 27, was also possibly married or living on his own. He had probably already received lanc
and possibly a slave from his father when he came of age; these gifts would have represented the majority of
part of his father'sestt e. He received five shillings in his f

In the will, John was given land. He also received in the division a lame Negro slave named Mingo. John's

mother Judith was appointed his guardian until he became 20, which happened shortly attesrhiked.

Benjamin, who was only 10 at the time of his father's death, inherited the family house and land where the
family all still lived. In the division he became owner of Bess, the only female Negro slave his father owned.
Abraham asked hisdaught EIl i zabet h to be Benjaminds guardiar
she would have use of her brotherds Benjaminds p

Daughter Judith Bois received 100 acres next to the family place but no household gaadshdgehold
goods were something she would have already received as her dowry. Possibly she and her husband lived o
this property. If so, there likely would have been much contact between the two families.

Elizabeth received no land. However, she thasonly child to receive specific bequests. These bequests were a
Negro man named Sambo, a young mare, a case with 15 bottles, a linen spinning wheel, a black walnut ches
and a table.

What His Possessions Tell §labout Abraham

The remainder of the ede-that is, his personal property and livestealas to be divided equally among
Abraham's wife Judith and their children, Elizabeth, John and young Benjamin. However, his wife is not listec
in the division, possibly because she had died during thebitweeen his death and the division. The recorded
division of his estate works out to the kpdnny, with Elizabeth, John and Benjamin all each receiving goods,
including slaves, worth £ 69.13.3(&nglish money). This amazing mathematical feat was adesimeg by

dividing the 981 pounds of tobacco last, in unequal portions, to assure that all three children received equal

monetary shares of the remaining estate. It is typical of many wills throughout time that parents try to give the



children equal shas, but the painstaking equity of the division makes one realize how fair Abraham was trying

to be to with his family members.

His inventory I|lists only about 175 types of item
Ashott, od Aitkbdarnrd egploown) i nclude chamber pots and
tools, various livestock and slaves, guns and boats, books and household furniture. The lists tell us that
Abraham Sanders, his family members and slaves were veisusidfent people. Today, it seems hard to

believe he became as wealthy as he was with only 175 types of objects. He and his household nevertheless

made a rather prosperous living that suppanexive people, no doubt quite comfortably.

As Quakers,theSandes 6 r el i gi on woul d have been an i mport a
the reputation of many Quakers as being prudent business people, industrious workers, and thrifty spenders
shunned lavish belongings. Even so, Abraham Sanderalsaa wealthy man, to which his land and fine brick

home attest

On his land he grew tobacco, corn, wheat, peas, flax and cotton. Livestock included cows, horses, sheep, ox:
hogs, bees and geese. There were plows, hoes, and ox carts. There wefermalkisig buttons and shot, and

molds for recasting pewter spoons. Barrels were made for home use and sale or trade. He, his sons and slav
would have hunted and fished, supplying not only food but skins and hides to make shoes for themselves or-
saleor barter. They would have dressed the skins themselves. Trees would have been cut for firewood, makit

household objects, and lumber to sell.

Because of documents Abraham Sanders signed with his X mark, it has been assumed he was illiterate. This
confirmed by a dispute recordedifew Data from Minutes of Perquimans Monthly meeting (Quaker),-1729

1736 There was a judgment against Zack Chancey for readings a lease to Abraham and securing a bond fol
to sign. Chancey was one of his brothersaw and Abraham would have further disputes with him over their

wivesd inheritance.

The items he could not have made for himself would have been ceramics, metals, glass and gunpowder. The
he would have had to purchase or trade for. One of his neighbsiguita likely a blacksmith who would have
been able to make or repair his agricultural tools. All personal and donessilies, whether cotton, flax or

wool, would have been made by his family and slaves. The family and workers would have growngthunted
slaughtered all of their food. They could have traveled and fished in the water in the periauger and canoes th

made. Even the sails could have been made on the loom he owned.



Abraham was also a cooper, or barrel maker. The inventory lists moreObdartels, which were being used
for domestic purposes. There were 1,562 barrel staves as well, which he had set aside, likely for sale. No do

his son John, and possibly some of the slaves, had learned the craft from Abraham, too.

Fr om Abr aéiavenioses ghew neote objects listed than would have been in the main house. The
groups of items, as they appear in the |lists, se
kitchen; a combination weaving, spinning, dye, and wash hausan or stable; and a storage/counting house

or an office/warehouse where goods for sale or barter were stored and business transactions were conducte

What the Division of Goods Tells about His Heirs

Although Abraham's will instructs that his wifeditn was to receive an equal share of his goods along with his
three children, Elizabeth, John, and Benjamin, she received nothing in the division. Even the lame slave Minc
who Judith had inherited from her mother when he was a young boy, was alloddteid $on Johnlhat

Abraham's wishes were not followkshds one to the conclusion that Judith had died after her husband had

written his will.

There are several items that appear on the inventory list but are not assigned in the division. Maay of thes
items appear to be products that would have been sold or traded, such as quantities of wool, cotton and flax,
wal nut plank, barrel staves, hides, and Ayouponbo
emetic). Perhaps Abraham had inteddor his family to continue to work together producing products they

could sell for cash or to trade for other items they could not supply themselves.

Eli zabeth, who at age 31 would have been selmidsi de
goods and much livestock. And she was specifically bequeathed certain items. She was left Sambo, who was
probably the most valuable slave listed in the probate inventory above old blind Mingo, who was valued at £
0.5.0 (five shillings, the same anmadeft son Abraham), lame Mingo, at £ 25.0.0, and Bess, the only female at
£ 40.0.0. Because he was an outright bequest, there was no value listed for Sambo, and he did not count as
of the equal shares to be divided among Elizabeth and her lsdttwavever, he is the first slave listed in the
inventory. The most valwuable part of a personés
furnishings (mattress, hangings, curtains, etc.), which were very valuable. In 1750 andicimiiater in the

19th century, it was not the wooden bedstead itself that was so valuable but rather all of the textiles associate

with the bed. These were so expensive because of the considerable labor it took to make them.



By giving her Sambo, Elizalbigs father assured that if she never married, there would still be male help for
Elizabeth, at | east for Sambods | ife. He woul d h
harvesting crops, tending livestock, shearing sheep, mendingfestemeghtering animals, tanning hides,

cutting wood, and so on. All work and jobs a husband would have performed. She also received a young ma

and a small canoe, which would have provided her with her own independent means of transportation.

Elizabethwas given a black walnut chest and table that appear in the inventory in the section listing goods for
sale or trade that appear to have been stored on the planpdgiotationis used here in the sense of a large
working farm, nofplantationin the sens of a place where the owner had large numbers of slavese items

are listed right after the canoes and boat that Sanders owned, implyitigetgatjoods for possible sale were
perhaps in some sort of storage/warehouse area near the river foarapyrtt There is also a safe, which
appears in this same section with the chest and table, implying that the building where these things were stor
might have also served as an office. Possibly the safe listed in the inventory is for money or dobuments,
such things probably were not left away from the house overnight. Perhaps it was a food safe, where the
Sanders kept food and drink for the day or to offer to people who had sailed to their dock to conduct business
This handy storage would have eliraiad the need to walk the distance to the house compound for

refreshments.

Since Abraham could not read and write, it is possible that Elizabeth acted as a sort of business manager for
him, writing out receipts or bills of sales, composing his corresgurel or writing down columns of numbers

as records for him. Because he was a successful citizen, he could probably do math and business calculatior
his head but needed help in recording the figures. Perhaps the table was where she worked anfirthe chest
which she could have kept personal items, such as a clean apron, a journal or sewing projects) had been her
when she helped him with his accounts in the warehouse. Maybe that was why he left these two pieces of
furniture to her. If she had beeonapetent at these tasks, his death may actually have promoted her to full

business manager for the family enterprise.

The last two objects Elizabeth's father left her were a linen spinning wheel and a bottle case with 15 bottles.
Perhaps this linen wheelas her favorite to use, as her father had several spinning wheels. Maybe it had been
the warehouse/office area and she would spin when not writing accounts for Abraham. Or maybe there was
some sentimental attachment to it, as it might have belongetdtmved relative. No doubt she was a

competent weaver; in the division she received practically all of the textile manufacturing tools, from cards to

the loom. The bequest of the bottle case we will examine later



Elizabeth Sanders was also asked tgumerdian to her youngest brother Benjamin, who was only 10 when their
father died. Their mother Judith was appointed guardian of John who was nearly of age (20) when his father
died, implying their mother would have only a few months to act as his guatdthAbraham fear Judith was
unwell herself and might not live to take care of young Benjamin? Was she already physically unable to care
a young boy, so Elizabeth had assumed responsibility for the needs of her young brother? As Elizabeth was
unmaried, and still at home when he was born, she had no doubt been very involved with his care. Not only
would she have had sisterly affection for him but also, because of their age difference, maternal affection. If
father had trusted her to help witls lown business matters, certainly he would have felt assured on his

deat hbed that Elizabeth could handle the respons

inheritance was wisely managed.

Benjamin received the slave Bess in his allotméms$t as Sambo would have helped Elizabeth with tasks a man
would have been responsible for, by receiving Bess in his portion, Benjamin would have been assured of hav
a female to help with tasks normally performed by women, such as food preparatiertd@mgroduction and

care. Depending on when Abraham had acquired Bess, she might have already spent years helping to care f
his youngest child, who was now her new owner. Also, if Bess had been in the household for a long time, she
and Elizabeth hado doubt spent many years working together in the kitchen and at the spinning wheels and t
loom, probably along with Judith and the sisters before they maP&taps, too, the abbodied Sambo and

Bess were a couple, and this arrangement of owneaskiged they could remain together until Benjamin came
of age in 10 years.

That Elizabeth received in the estate division old, blind Mingo, who was worth only five shillings, or £ 0.5.0
(English pounds), also highlights her role as a caregiver, whighasthe elderly slave would have needed and
she could have provided. Perhaps there were still tasks he could perform, such as cleaning the harvested co
(removing seeds), weaving replacement bottoms for thebffdtgmed (rush) chairs, weaving thegrchip

baskets listed in the inventory or helping to roll the spun yarn into skeins.

At age 19, John Sanders was undoubtedly able to fish, hunt, sail, slaughter livestock, tan hides, cut timber ar
farm. These were all tasks he would have beguntoteearre n as a <chi | d. It i s | il
trade of coopering and had also acquired the ski
Il n the division John received al bencbéndtoalssHeflsot her 0
received | ame Mingo as part of his inheritance.

craft? I f so, then he could have continued to he

continueto produce a cash commodity for income for the family.



What the Inventory Tells about the Occupants, the House and Supportingudings

The inventory, as is typical of i nventories from
valuableassets. The division list parallels the inventory fairly closely, but many items listed in the inventory

were not assigned to anyone in the division.

In this report, | list all values in English pounds as they appear in the division list. Numberedrinitenis

refer to the accompanying spreadsheet, which lists all the information combined from the two lists. For
example, an Aol do writing desk (#52 JS§S,

A 1.12.6) is just referred to as a des ktisdesignatece |
for John Sanders. Words in quotation marks refer to the extra descriptive information in the division or value
list. Also included after the item numbers are the initials ES (for daughter Elizabeth Sanders), JS (for son Joh
Sanders), or Bffor son Benjamin Sanders) to indicate which of his children inherited the line item. If no one
was designated to receive the object, then NL indicates it was not listed in the division. Again, English money

values follow.

Slaves
First listed is Sambayh o was will ed to daughter EIlizabeth. [ r
wife Judith inherited from her parents) is given

Mingo is given to Elizabeth, perhaps to ensure he will beddafter in his old age, and young Benjamin
receives Bess, who will be able to help with his domestic necessities until he marries. After the listing of the

slaves, the inventory obviously starts in the house.

House Furnishings

Beds

The most expensiveolisehold furnishings, which were beds and all their textiles (also referred to in this time
period as Afurnishingso), were |isted next. Il n t
wooden frames only) and five feather beds (feather nsa#sd, which are listed by textile identification number
and the weight of the mattress. Because textiles were so valuable and their production was so labor intensive

textiles were often numbered with embroidery so the housewife could keep inventorgt chetnad.

The most expensive was the first bed listed and inherited by John (#6 JS, £ 5.0.0). This includes a feather be

one bolster (a large long pillow that stretched across the width of the bed) and a bolster case. There is also a



Arugg, 0 avhv erhy wtatsi ck, heavy coverlet, and a bl anlk
woven through holes in the side rails to support
or other material. This mat was placed ontop oftherep t o prevent the weight o
feather bed through the spaces between the ropes. This bed would have been in the parlor, the room probab

used by Abraham and Judith Sanders as their own bedroom.

The four other bedsteads listesifaving feather beds also have their rugs, mats, blankets, etc., but they also
have one sheet each. The bed (#6 JS, £ 5.0.0) given to John in the division has no sheet listed with it. Since,
even without its sheet, this bed was the most expensive, firebably used by the head of the household,
Abraham Sanders. The question is: Where is the sheet? There are no extra sheets listed anywhere. This she
would have been an item the women of the house would have made from the cotton or flax that hagvheen grc
on the place. They would have processed the cotton or flax, spun it into thread, and woven it into a sheet.

Quaker burial practices called for no glorification of the deceased. No headstones were erected, and the dea
were buried in plain wooden boxds the graves that have been excavated at the site, no remains of any type c
material culture have been found, only nails from the coffins. No buttons or buckles were found with the
skeletons, which would indicate a lack of clothing on the corpsesaenh Quaker fashion, as his father lay
dying, John, with the help of either | ame Mingo

woodworking tools and began nailing together a simplkdearded coffin.

Since it was the end of Augustihie beginning of September, the weather was still very hot, and one would
have needed to move quickly to bury a corpse. Perhaps as soon as Abraham died, Sambo began digging his
grave in the nearby cemetery, which had been established in the late it cexarly seventjive years
earlier. Mingo could have taken a canoe out on t
the community. When he died, his body was likely stripped and washed, and then wrapped in the sheet that |

been orhis own bed where he had last slept. The sheet of his best bed thus could have become his shroud.

The second bed (#11 ES, £ 4.5.0) and third bed (#17 BS, £ 3.15.0) listed were inherited by either Elizabeth o
Benjamin. One cannot tell for sure from thatlists who received which, but | have assigned Benjamin the bed
whose rug was | isted as fismall 6 (#17 BS, A 3.
John received the fifth (#29 JS, £ 4.5.0). The feather beds were all gavefighed and ranged from 29 to 62
pounds. The two beds with the lightest feather mattresses also had quilts listed with their bed furnishings but

rugs.



None of the beds have curtains listed with them. Indeed, there are no curtains of any tyjethisted

inventories. Bed curtains or hangings were used on tall post beds to help contain body heat in cold weather &
perhaps for privacy in rooms where many people w
or quilts, along with the fea¢h beds, so perhaps there was no need for bed curtains to stay warm. If they did
have any tall post beds, then they would have been used without hangings of any type, since none are listed
they would have been costly. A tall post bed could be apptepnidhe parlor/bedchamber on the first floor,
where Abraham and Judith would have slept as the heads of the household. It could have been inherited but
used with showy bed hangings. It is also possible that all five of these beds were relatinetytplahort

posts.

The sixth bed (#42 ES, £ 0.3.0) is described as a bedstead with an old mat and cord and no textiles associat
with it. Elizabeth was assigned this bed valued at only £ 0.3.0. It is possible this was a trundle bed that had b
underer parentsd bed for use by the children when
John grown, all three were probably sleeping upstairs by 1750 and there would have been no need to keep tt
bed furnished with textiles. A bed quilt &#ES, £ 0.5.0) is the only extra bedding of any type mentioned in the
inventories. It is valued at £ 0.5.0, more than the sixth bedstead at £ 0.3.0!

Other Furnishings

| would recommend interpreting the second floor parlor chamber as the sleeping cloartiteedaughters and
t he hall chamber as the sonsé room. Two beds rep
daughtersdé room. The |l ast two reproduction beds,

in the hall chambeo r sons® r oom.

For storage, based on the inventory, there are three chests with a single drawer (#47 ES,

A 0.6.0; #48 JS, A 0.5.0: and #49 BS, A 0.2.6) a

£ 0.2.6) and the other describedfias | d & smal |l 6 (#37 ES,

£ 0.2.0). The most expensive chest with drawer, valued at £ 0.6.0 (#47 ES, £ 0.6.0), was possibly in the hall.

This chest could have provided storage as wel |l a

but still valued at £ 0.5.0 could have been an inherited, as well as the bed in the parlor. A reproduction based
a chest from ca. 1690 might be a good choice for the parlor. Chests and trunks in bedrooms would have beel

logical place to store the bed rugs amndtg in warmer weather, as well as personal possessions.

The | ast chest with a drawer (#49 BS, A 0.2.6, i
with the fAsmaller old & small trunk?o vqlumBdustias, A



male. Additionally, women needed to store sewing projects, bedding textiles, and other personal possessions
This can be a smaller version of the reproduction dtmpped leather and brass tack trunk now in the house,
could representastorge pi ece for the sonds bedding and cl ot
leather and brass trunk now in the house could represent the large trunk (#36 ES, £ 0.2.6) that Elizabeth

inherited.

The Hall and Quaker Meetings

Is it possible Abream Sanders was using his hall for Quaker meetings? Such a purpose would have affected
how the room was used and even how it looked. The Sanders household had at most consisted of twelve pe:
(two parents, six children and four slaves). It seems exeessen for a wealthy man to have had 28 chairs, 17
forks, 18 spoons, 12 large wooden trenchers (very large wooden plates for serving food) and 2 bottle cases
(wooden boxes for storing 12 or 15 glass bottles for wine or liquor). And why does a man whbais/takd,

his livestock, and the river from sunup to sundévwatong with his family and his slav@sneed an hourglass?

When Abraham Sanders began building his brick home on the site in 1730, he and hialfeadihad been

living there, probably in aolder, existing houséde had acquired the property in 1726, and it had already had
several owners since 1685, when its first owner, Joseph Scott, died. Among the most prominent of the
propertyodés owners, Scott and Hythe 1660s tingl hid/deathyin 1685.v e d
Quakers were beginning to settle the area then, but there were no meeting houses yet. In 1672, George Fox,
founder of the faith, visited the site and the home of Joseph Scott, where Fox met Captain Nathanial Batts, th
first settler from Virginia who came to what is now Bertie County in 1655. Possibly the Scotts continued to

have Quaker meetings at their home on the river.

In 1735 Abraham Sanders was a member of the Quaker community who met to make plans forabuilding
meeting house. Obviously, the community had been without one, and what more logical choice than to have
weekly or monthly meetings at the site where the great George Fox had come to convert many of the
community to the Religious Society of Friends anddntinue meeting where the neighborhood Friends were

used to doing so.

If they were using the hall of the Sanders house for Friends meetings, then the Quakers would have needed
many chairs for the adults and elders. Sanders owned 28 chairs at hiFdeatbzen reghainted flag

bottomed chairs (#38 ES, £ 1.4.0) possibly stood in this room, along with the belsteee chest discussed
earlier, which would added three or four more seats if used as a bench for meeting services. Perhaps the fou
fiol dr sccha(i#41 ES, A 0.2.0), which mi-Iyhotperibdgandpodsiklye n



used in the Abraham and Judithoés parl or b epdimtenlo m)
flagbot t omed chairs odd ##8Ni IESd &s OiMe®d)emwere being
could easily have been brought down, giving a total of 26 seats for the congregation. If the six black chairs (#
JS, £ 0.10.0) were in an outside kitchen area, they could have beeh lbddging the seating capacity to 32.

A man who worked from sunup to sundown outside doing hard manual labor next to his family members and
slaves had little need for an hourglass. Nevertheless, Sanders owned one, a relatively small item valued at £
0.3.0.1f he was hosting the Friends meeting in his home, an hourglass could have been useful. Meetings at tf
time would have consisted of a group of Friends, men and women, joining in one place to be together for a
period of time, an hour perhaps. Sigtiquietly in the group might allow you to hear God in your heart (as
Quakers believed male and female had equal access to God), and then you might be moved to speak. The I
grains of sand running through the hourglass (#67 ES, £ 0.1.3) woelohdimated to all in the room that

the hour of silent meeting was about to end.

Perhaps the Sanders would have offered the congregants, who would have been their neighbors, friends anc
relatives, refreshments after the meetings. Female Friends mightrioangnt food or beverages from their

homes to be shared. The large oval table (#44 ES, £ 0.12.6) in the hall could have been opened up and spre.
with the 12 wooden trenchers (#192 ES, £ 0.1.6) some of the pewter serving dishes, and perhaps the large
peweer tankard and underplate (#174 ES and #175 ES, £ 0.1.6 together) would have been used to serve a

communal drink of ale or wine, as was typical of the time period.

The wine would have been kept in the two bottle cases (#50 ES, designated in will, 8¢ £#8110.0) that

appear in the inventory. Ownership of two cases implies Sanders was a host who needed to supply beverage
for large numbers of people, not just his immediate family. He also had a corkscrew (#60 ES, £ 0.0.3) and se
(#61 NL). The seatould be an apparatus used to reseal the wine bottles or a tool for impressing wax seals on

paper.

More research should be done on Elizabeth Sanders and her possible role in the Quaker Meeting, as Friend:
believed that ministry was open equally to womed men. She inherited the majority of the items that were
being used domestically, as well as possibly for the Friends me®t?®yshairs, 12 trenchers, the large oval
table, the pewter tankard and underplate, the larger bottle case, the corkscreveeaafittte four books,

including the large Bible (BS received the small Bible), a Testament and a Psalter.

From the inventory listing, one would assume that the last three pieces of furniture were in the house. These
a small maple oval table (#45 JS).45.0), a square pine table (#46 ES, £0.2.0), and an old writing desk (#52



JS, £ 1.12.6). The pine table, the least valuable of these pieces at £ 0.2.0 might have been used upstairs, po.
in the girlsé room, as ardoessingteadbl( &5wi EI5, o Ae
mirror (#53 ES, £ 0.2.5) was perhaps in the parlor for Judith to use for dressing and Abraham for shaving. Th
maple oval table could have been in the parlor chamber, along with the old writing deskawhich?.6 was

the most expensive piece of furniture listed, after the beds and their textiles.

The remaining furniture consists of six black chairs (#40 JS, £ 0.10.0) (presumably flag bottomed, as are the
others), which might have been in the kitcheitdg or weaving house, and the black walnut chest (#295 ES)
and table (#296 ES), which were left to Elizabeth and have no value tistdd have beeim the

warehouse/office as their place in the inventory would seem to indicate.

Listed right beforehte desk are also two bottle cases (#50 ES, designated in will, and #51 JS, £ 0.10.0). The w
gave Elizabeth the one that held fifteen bottles. These were probably kept in Abraham's room in one of the

storage closets so that he could control accessitactrgents.

Household Accessories, Tools and Personal Items

The objectdromAbr ahamdés Al ant h othroughthe b %% lbg. & rowm (¥121 NLBcbncetvably
could have been in the house in the storage closets, the chests, trunks, andidsis asiting out on the few
table tops, window ledges and mantles. All of these objects appear to be personal and were handy for house

work projects.

Parlor Accessories

The following items appear to have been in the panbich Abraham and Juditwere most likely also using

as a bedroom. These items are listed right after his desk, so one would assume they were in, on, or close to

There is only one filanthorno (#55 ES, A 0.2.6) I
dark. As head of the household, Abraham would have been the one to go out at night if anything was amiss
outside the house, whether it was intruders or distressed livestock. Or he might have needed to go to the rive

guide the way back if somebody hatten out the sailboat and had not returned by dark.

The small pair of stillards (#56 ES, £ 0.6.0) would have been used to weigh all sorts of things. The value of
onebds pewter was determined by weight k edtcborfovr ah a

flour until he could get his wheat ground, it would be weighed with the stillards so he would know how much



he needed to return. They also were used to weigh how much cotton was cleaned and how much washed wc

was processed.

The money scate(#57 ES, £ 0.3.0) would have been necessary for doing business in an economy where mar
different coin currencies circulated. If someone paid in Spanish coins, their weight could be converted to the

value of English pounds.

The razor and honewould habee en Abr ahamés per sonal razor (#59
value of #59), or sharpening stone. If he were shaving in his room, he probably would have used one of the
small pewter basins that were listed later in the inventory, as welleagfdhe small mirrors, which was no

doubt in his bedroom.

The screw (#60 ES, £ 0.0.3) was a corkscrew, which would have been necessary to open the bottles he kept

his two bottle cases. (Again, the seal (#61 NL) could have been for sealing bdiblessar with sealing wax.)

The old carpenterds compass (#62 JS, A 0.0.4), c
perhaps because he had inherited it. It was gperson tool. Abraham probably understood the sensitiveness of

thisind r ument and didndét want others to make adj ust

He owned four books: a large Bible (#63 ES, £ 0.7.6), a small Bible (#64 BS, £ 0.2.6), a Testament (#65 ES)
and a Psalter (#66 ES, £ 0.2.7 with #65). All of these would have been importanigmasehan. As

mentioned earlier, there is a good possibility he could read even if he did make his mark with an X. These
books might have been brought out at meeting times for discussions before or after the silent meeting, or the
could have been readtdoud at family prayer time.

The hourglass (#67 ES, £ 0.1.3) could have been used to time the hour of silent meetings or, again, family

prayers or scripture study.

The warming pan (#66 ES, £ 0.1.3) would have been used to warm the bedding on cokhdigidsld have

been kept near the fireplace.

The fAcloth brusho (#69 ES, A 0.1.6) or clothes b
often, as clothes washing then involved much more labor. Using the cloth brush would have made for le

laundering.



The 3 | I bs. of @Ashotto or shot (#70 JS, A 0.1.2
(#88 JS, £ 0.5.0).

The 17 "girt buckles" (#71 JS, £ 0.1.13) are probably buckles for making harnesses for the riding and draft
ani mals. These | eather harnesses would have been
buckl es were purchased items and were small and

desk so he always knew how many he had awailalohn inherited them in the division.

The ten iron candlesticks (#72 ES, £ 0.3.4), valued all together at £ 0.3.4, and the one brass candlestick liste
(#73 JS, £ 0.6.0), valued at £ 0.6.0, all appear together in what is probably the parlor, walkeaen/,dond

Judith were not only sleeping but also keeping their valuable objects under scrutiny. As for the candlesticks a
being in one place, it is possible that the ten iron candlesticks were passed out to family members as they
needed them. Instead afdlth going about the rooms to collect them, it would have been simpler if each
morning her children and servants brought to her the candlesticks they had used the night before so the stick
could be cleaned and the candles replenished. The most valueddecandlestick would perhaps have been

brought out for use for special occasions, celebrations, or events in the hall.

It is possible wife Judith kept a store of beeswax candles in the 2 tin canisters (#78 ES, £ 0.0.11) listed nea
the candlesticksAlthough the canister use is not specified in the inventories (they could have been tea caddie:
but no other tea equipment is listed), they were not expensive items at £ 0.0.11 for both. The small stock of b
(#270 ES, £ 0.1.3) Abraham owned at his deaihld have not only provided benefits to his crops but also
produced honey for family consumption and the wax for the candles that Judith might have been carefully

doling out from the sanctuary of their parlor bedroom.

Listed right after the two canistersa grater (#79 ES, included in value of #78). It is possible that one canister
contained nutmeg cloves, which were as valuable as gold at this time, and that the grater, probably kept in th
parlor, was a nutmeg grater. Nutmeg was used indétkurypuncltd a brew of rum or brandy, fruit juice,

sugar, and water laced with grated nutmeg and 8ugad a nutmeg grater wassential for making the punch

After the candlesticks, three combs, one lldhreei vor

combs), are listed. The horn one could have been made by Abraham or others in his household. The ivory or
was perhaps imported and more expensive, but because all three combs are listed together on the value list
0.1.6; it is impossible toedermine the individual value of each unless they are all equal. These appear near the

vicinity of his desk and would likely be personal items. Elizabeth inherited all three.



Listed in between the combs and the canisters and the grater are 3 % Ibs.yaoo(@i6 ES, £ 1.7.6) and 3 ¥4

Ib spun cotton yarn (#77 ES, £ 0.8.1 ¥2). These items still seem to have been in the parlor. Maybe at dusk, or
she was nursing her sick husband, Judith wound t
writing desk, at £ 1.12.6 his most expensive piece of furniture after his beds, is only five shillings more than tl
3 ¥ Ibs. woolen yarn. This figure is another indication of the value of the laborious work necessary to product

usable textile such as woalgarn. In comparison, the 3 ¥ Ibs. spun cotton yarn is only valued at £ 0.8.1 %.

There are four items at the very end of the division inventory; while listed last, they were no doubt in the parlc
These are a parcel of clothing (#320 NL), 30 shillirg8(2 1, of whi ch son Abr aham
Billso (#322 NL) and two meal bags (#323 NL). Th
clothing, and it would seem very scant in modern times. Even though it is not designated toratty®ne i
division, it was presumably passed on to other male family members or maybe his slaves.

The 30 shillings he was keeping probably in one
possibly fABills of Ciyisstdadby,the coonyfofdvtaseactwusettsp(See printoutfrom r
www.bos.frb.org/education/pubs/histomgcluded at the end of the report.)

Hall Chamber and Tools

Abraham Sanders was about 61 when he died in 1751. He made his will the year before mif, #x®states,
n . . . being through mercy in reasonabl e health
the mind the uncertainty of this |Iife do think p
he wasn omégsdinabl e healtho fibut had a fAperfect se
body was beginning to fail him. If so, then tasks he had always attended to, such as shoemaking for the famil
and slaves, shearing sheep, and fishing for the weadsim fish, might have been turned over entirely to his

20-yearold son, John.

All of these skills would have been important to keep the Sanders household shod, clothed and fed, as well a
producing items for cash sale or barter. John had no doubétkall of these skills from his boyhood, either

from his father, relatives, neighbors or slaves. With his father ailing, pelbhpwas keeping the tools

necessary to perform these tasks in his own sleeping quarters, probably on the second fl@nbetl above

the hall below.

The next items listed on the inventories are three pairs of old shears (#80 ES, £ 0.2.0), two drum lines and hc
(#81 JS, A 0.2.0), 15 hooks (#82 JS, A 0.0.7a 15



shoe bench and some old tools (#85 JS, A 0.5.0).
bedchamber, their sister Elizabeth inherited the three pairs of sheep shears. Possibly John was doing the job
shearing sheep for the family be was at least responsible for the shears, which could have been imported or
difficult to come by.ThatElizabeth inherited them might indicate her role in producing expensive domestic
textiles. Probably Sambo would have been shearing the 23 sheeE&2#£%.15.0), which Abraham had

owned and Elizabeth inherited.

The drum fish lines were used to catch large drum fish, some reaching more that 100 pounds, which were
caught off the Atlantic coast. The line and hooks (#8E£J52.0) to pull in thesedh would have been
substantial, hence their individual l'isting in t

inherited these.

Next listed are 15 hooks (#82 JS, £ 0.0.7). These were likely used for more normal size fish that eould hav
been caught in the river in front of the house.
0.0.8, a penny more than the 15 fish hooks probably made by the local blacksmith) were actually arrowheads
AAl bl ade o i stigeegdadl@uia terin foryarravheada Doubtless these could have been found in the
earth on Abrahamés property. Because they are |
guantity of 15, the logical assumption would be that they Wweireg used as fishing weights.

John also inherited 15 shoe tacks (#84 JS, A 0.0

would indicate he had the skills to make and repair shoes for the family and others. It seems as iittng inve

takers were stildl | i st i n-goonoligk bougeBecatish &f Where the tacksifalh A
in the |list, one would assume that these iIitems w
brother.

There is an Rglish print from 1709 that is the frontispieceQad i spi n t he Cobl er 6s, Cor
which depicts a man making or repairing shoes in what is obviously his bedchamber, complete with chamber
pot and books. This practice of shoemaking in ddimeseas is seen again in a print from 1800, fifty years after
Abraham died, which shows a cobbler with his tools and bench in what is obviously his kitchen. In this print,
Co b | e r,dappedrathdt the home cobbler has a permanent work statienkitctien, as his tools are

neatly arranged on a rack attached to the kitchen wall behind his work bench. His wife works at kitchen chore
only a few feet from his workbench. Abrahamds in
0.15.0 Ibs.)ust after the shoe bendfT.he family would have hunted deer for meat and then used the skins for
shoes.) Look again at the 1709 print to see how this leather would have been next to the bench for use. (Cop

print at end of report.)



Next listed are for reap sickles (#87 JS, £ 0.2.0), which seem out of place in a bedchamber, but maybe John

and young Benjamin had been harvesting Abrahamos

The shot mold (#88 JS, £ 0.5.0) and the tap borer (#89 J8,7£0) are the last three items of household
equipment John might have already been in charge of when his father died. The inheritance of the shot mold
(#88 JS, £ 0.5.0) would indicate that, at age 20, John was responsible for making lead shot fayuhe two
Abraham owned. Perhaps John, with his fatheros g
at his shoe bench. He probably turned over the shot to his father, who stored it in or near his desk with the 3

Ibs. of shot already méoned in item #70.

The | ast object in this group that appears to al
% Ibs.). As already mentioned, John, at age 20 in 1751, was no doubt a competent barrel maker or cooper. A
borer isa tool used to cut a hole in a barrel containing a liquid. One would assume it would be the head of the
househol dbés responsibility to tap the keg. I f AD
especially if John had made the keg ¢éotépped for a Quaker meeting or other occasion.

There appear to have been no belongings other than the beds, chest, table and mirror in the parlor chamber
where Elizabeth likely had her bedroom. At age 30, any other possessions in the room were lpeoloaity
and therefore were not counted in the inventohesre of the household textiles might have been stored here;

they werehings she had made herself and were therefore considered hers.

Storage Closets

When counting inventory items #90 througl6#R seems the list makers moved to physical areas involved with
beverage storage and serving. Perhaps these items were in one of the storage closets in the hall. (Is it possit
there were shelves in these areas?) Here the four stoneware jugs liste®,(£9010.0#91 ES, £ 0.2.0; and

#92 ES,

£ 0.0.7 %2) could have held beverages for family use in the house as well as for visitors. There were also six
stoneware mugs, three quart size and three pint size96t&8, JS, BS). All three of the childreteived one

of each size; a quart and a pint together were valued at £ 0.1.6.

There are two chamber pots (#97 & #98 ES, £ 0.1.3 each) listed after the mugs. One was made of earthenw:

and the other stoneware. Perhaps these were stored in this arbaiageleaned and were taken to a



bedchamber at night as needed. If reproductions are obtained, one could be put in the parlor and the other

upstairs in the parlor chamber, with the assumption being that women would need them more likely than mer

It is possible the next group of itesvhich were dishes for pudding (#99 ES, £ 0.2.0), milk (#100 ES, £
0.1.0), and butter (#101 NL & #102 ES, £ 0.0.D%)ere also being stored in this same closet with the
stoneware jugs. Butter does not actually require refaigon, and the cream could be set here to rise. Right after
these |isted items are two small Aol do pocket bo
or other drinks that a person could carry on them.

Items #104 through #121 welleings that might have been in the second closet in the hall. There is 13 pounds
of spun tow (#104 ES, £ 0.6.6). (Tow consists of the shorter fibers that remain when flax is separated during
hackling process. These short fibers can be spun to makenfavime.) Also there is 1 ¥ pounds of coarse
yarn (#105 ES, A 0.1.6) and a little over 100
between Elizabeth and Benjamin. (It would be interesting to determine how big of a pile 100 qfdunoéte

flax would make.) These items might have involved a textile production project that was being performed in
front of the fireplace in the evenings, as there is nearby a flax hackle (#113 BS, £ 0.13.4) that young Benjami
inherited. Maybe one of fitasks was hackling the flax, which would have been necessary before spinning the
fibers into thread. At the end of the group, there is another 6 1/3 pounds of tow (#121 NL) that did not appear

on the division list.

Items #109 through #112 are tableckbthand t owel s, all of which EIl i zal
estate. The Aol do tablecloths would have been us
dining.

On the inventory | ist t h¥4N and#112J38, £4.5.0)rHpwetben the divisian
|l i st mentions only one gun, which John received.
would have beenancldas hi oned gun by this time, serorit mighd:

grandfather. The second gun is not listed at all in the division. Appearing on the inventory right after the guns

a |line item for dAsmall gunpowder , powder horn an

Also stored inthe closetcaull have been the 15 pounds of Aol d iroc
household inventory lists from the 18th and 19th centuries appears frequently. However, there appears to be
research indicating what \oald appeartobenadboxwhese.the family kept a |

scrap iron from broken kitchen utensils and agricultural tools such as hoes. Perhaps this scrap iron was bein

saved to take to the local blacksmith for repair or to be forged into new implements the faghtlypesd.



Sanders owned no blacksmith tools of his own, so the blacksmithing needs of the family would have been

provided by someone in the community.

The foxxo bell (#1118 ES, A 0.2.0) was posechedid y a

the oxen when they were let out to forage.

The last two items that appear to have been in the storage closet are 3 tumblers (#119 ES, £ 0.1.6) and 2 dre
fidrinkingo glasses (#120 ES, A 0. 0. 8)rspiritsltdtheof t h

household and visitors. This would have been convenient, as the bottle cases were in the house.

Theitems in the closedppear to have been the last objects in the house, as the next items were clearly in a
cooper 6s wor k sitdicgbe, thatihlese wedre innaaather duilding.

Other Buildings on the Site

Besides items kept in the 1730 brick house, there appear to have been at least five distinct groupings of obje
that would necessitate correlating outbuildings. These groupindsiic at e a ¢ o d43g a kitchens h o
(#144200), a barn/stable/shed for agricultural implements (#22@), a wash/weaving/dye house (#248b6)

and an office/storage/warehouse near the river #&48). Also, there was likely a dock to load antbad the
"pettagega(periauger) as well as other boats that came to trade. There would have been at least a couple of
pasture areas between the house and the river for the sheep, horses, cows, and oxen. The pigs could have

possibly run loose in the woods.

If the 17th-century building that Joseph Scott had used for a dwelling was still standing in 1750 when Abrahar
Sanders died, it is likely that it provided some of the spaces for these different activities. Abraham bought the
property in 1726. The house built was not begun until 1730. He and his young family could have lived in the

old house until the new house went up.

According to Tom Parramoreds 197 3 -in-grpundcbnstrudtidtne.. e a
(and may) haveconsestd of two main rooms (and) a shed addit
bricks for the 1730 house was dug near this site. Brick making would have taken quite a while, as the clay ha
to be dug, and the bricks formed and then fired (prighhalsmall batches) until there were enough to build the

new house.



If this were the case, then after the new brick house was built, one of the main rooms of the old house could
have continued to be used as a kitchen, the other room as the wash hibusé, &ane s hed f or t he
This structure could have had a loft where Sambo, Liz and the two Mingos could have lived if there was no
separate slave housing on the property. The slaves' few belongings would have been considered their own,
especiallyif they had constructed any of their beds, chairs, or tables. One never sees the contents of slave

houses listed in inventories.

If Abraham tore down the original house after he constructed his new house (which would have seemed
wasteful if it was in god repair), then he would have had to construct other buildings close by for his kitchen,

cooper6s shop, weaving house/l aundry, and housin

The rest of the buildings would have included a barn or stable, perhaps a storage shed tiavweddd a
space for the agricultural implements (listed as items #20), and the riverside warehouse (for items #281

311) where it seems Abraham was conducting business.

Cooperd6s Tool s

John Sanders inherited al Veryepkcifithdnes usedoniyhby codpers and Bl s
others are interchangeable or necessary for other woodworking préjécs.w year s after Ab
John was a recognized cabinetmaker. He died in 1777; he referred to himself in his will as § joat. b

According to John Bivens in his bodke Furniture of Coastal North Carolina 17082Q J o hn Sande

inventory represents Athe most extensive shop in
Given the tools John inherited frohis father, it would seem that Abraham had these joining skills, too, as did
possibly his slaves. Based on the todlisaham owned at the time of his death he possibly could have made

most of his structures and possessions himself.

Kitchen

Based on theventory, the kitchen seems to be outside of the house. Because of this, there is no need to try t
recreate a kitchen in the hall. Perhaps Sanders had planned from the beginning that the hall would be used f
Quaker meetings since there was not a mgédtouse in the vicinity until later in the 1730s. Because of this,

you might want to select for display in the hall just a few items that would have been brought there from the
kitchen, such as the 12 round wooden trenchers (#192 ES, £ 0.1.6), 10 I&&N(#), and some of the pewter

for serving or for using as wash basins in the house



Conclusions

More research should be done on the Sanders family. Of the children named in the will John became a very
competent and prolific cabinetmaker. It would beefasting to discover how long Benjamin remained on the
property and what his occupation was and how he fared in life. Elizabeth and her possible role in the Quaker
meetings should also be researched. Information needs to be gathered on the othertildrelets cee how

long they remained near each other.

There are two other documents in Abraham Sander
documents need more exploration. One document appoints John Murdaugh as guardian of Behy&hin
This would be the same John Murdaugh who had wit
connection between him and the Sanders family. Had Elizabeth died or married? Had John Sanders left to gc
live on his own property? This woustbpear to be the case, as the last document is a 1757 accounting to the
court of what has been spent for Benjaminds upke
the purchase of imported fabrics, the payment of a seamstress dwotaiake shirts, trousers and britches, and

to purchase hose, shoes, and a hat. No one is at home producing these things fotebrages Benjamin.

What changed and how did it affect the contents of the house and room usage?

Coopering toolsandweagn equi pment could be acquired and set
demonstrations could also be giv@he same could be done with objects that were in the weaving/wash house

to show what was involved with 18tdentury textile production.

With the grat to obtain textiles, | suggest that the restoration continue obtaining the appropriate textiles callec
for in the inventory and setting up the six bedsteads in the house.

Because the goal of the Newbold White House is to allow visitors to use theritdrashouse and because
fundraising dinners are hosted there, the next pieces best to have reproduced would be the set of 12 red cha
The chairs should be comfortable enough to use at the large oval table, which needs to reproduced or purche

After t hat i1t would be good to obtain the shoemaker
the weaving and coopering). The remaining chests, trunks, tables and chairs could come last or as money

permits.

Small objects that are not accuratprogluctions should be removed now. Reproduction pottery, table ware,

gl assware, candlesticks and even the fibuckernear



and again as money allows. Perhaps you could add a gift registry page Wejlmsite that links visitors to the

objects you want to purchase for use in the house.

The pages that follow this report show objects representative of the types of objects | believe the site should
purchase or attempt to have reproduced. | have indludp i ct ur es of cooperdés too
indicate the relative paucity of objects even wealthy people owned in Abraham Sanders's time period. Also

attached are articles that about the role of Quaker women and about storage closeitsuesadathinis time.

Much further down the road, as more archaeology can be done, perhaps more of the outlying buildings can b
di scovered. Such findings may refute or corrobor
estate records. With #hiuture knowledge in hand, decisions then can be made about whether the site wants t
duplicate these structures on their original sit

on the Perquimans River in the early 18th century.



SECTION ONE



Transcribed inventories in Excel Spreadsheet
Abraham Sander’s Will

Probate Inventory

Division Inventory

Time line for Abraham Sanders
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SECTION TWO



John Sanders Family Page 11 of 28

=33

Lastly I Constitute ordain and appoint my Brother Richd SANDERS and my
friend Jo. White to be my whole and sole Executors to see this my Last
will and testament performed and Don and doe hereby revoke Disanul and
make void all other wills by me heretofore made and declare this to be
my Last Will & testament in witness wherof I here untc set my hand and
seal this twenty sixth Day of April 1750

===

Signed and sealed and ) John White affd his Delivd. in presents of )
Elizabeth White Abraham A

SANDERS

John Murdaugh affd mark

===

No Carolina ) October Court anno Dom 1751

Perquimans County )Present His Majestys Justices when was the within
will

proved in open court by the affirmations of John Murdaugh & John White
in Due form of law and at the same time Richard SANDERS and Joseph
White Executors to the within will was duly qualified by taking the
affirmations by law appointed to be taken by Executors Ordered that
the Secretary or his Deputy of said province have Notice that Letters
Testamentary issue thereon as the law directs.

Test, Edmd. Hatch Cler Cur

Source: North Carolina Wills, Vol. XXVII, page 48

Father: John SANDERS b: BEF 1676 in VA or Eng
Mother: [Unknown] [UNKNOWN] b: ABT 1676

Marriage 1 Judith PRITLOE b: 2 DEC 1697 in Albemarle, Perquimans, NC
Married: 16 AUG 1716 in Perquimans MM, Perquimans, NC

Will of Abraham Sanders
Perquimans County, NC

I Abraham Sanders of the province of North Carolina and County of
Perquimans being throug Mercy in Reasonable health of body and in
perfect Serene Mind and Memory but calling to Mind the uncertainty

of this Life doe think proper to make this My Last Will and testament
in manner and form--

Following first my Will and Desire is that my Just Debts and funeral
expences be discharged and paid

First I give and bequieth unto my son John Sanders the plantation
whereon Richard Waters now lives bounded by a branch Runing from

the river into the woods and sce from the head of the said branch by
a line of markt trees to the head line of my land I say I give him the
sd. plantation to him and his heirs forever.

2dly I give and be quieth unto my daughter Jude Bois a tract of Land
Containing forty three acres Joyning on the land of Anne Williams and
fifty Seven acres adjoining it out of the Tract of Land whereon I now live
to her and her heirs forever.

3dly I give and bequieth unto my son Benjamin Sanders the plantation
whereon I now Live with all the remainder of my Land to him and his
heirs forever.

hitp://www.ncgenweb.us/perquimans/family/johnsandersfamily htm 12/3/2009






